
A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
We are now two years after the beginning of the Covid Virus. 
Sadly it has been noticed that Sunday Mass attendance at Cath
olic parishes nationwide has fallen significantly. As pastor of 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish I feel a need to clarify Church 

teaching on the matter of Sunday Mass attendance. The Catechism of the Cath
olic Church issued by Pope John Paul II in 1992 offers clear teaching on this as
pect of discipleship. It states in article 2181: "The Sunday Eucharist is the foun
dation and confirmation of all Christian practice. For this reason the faithful are 
obliged to participate in the Eucharist on days of obligation, unless excused for 
a serious reason (for example, illness, the care of infants) or dispensed by their 
own pastor. Those who deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave sin." 
In other words, the Catechism of the Catholic Church is teaching us that to miss 
Sunday Mass deliberately and knowingly when one could attend is considered a 
mortal sin. The Catechism also explains the effects of a mortal sin. It states, 
mortal sin " results in the loss of charity and the privation of sanctifying grace, 
that is, of the state of grace. If it is not redeemed by repentance and God's for
giveness, it causes exclusion from Christ's kingdom and the eternal death of 
hell, for our freedom has the power to make choices for ever, with no turning 
back." 

When covid first hit in the month of March 2020, Bishop Mulvey gave a 
dispensation to all Catholics from attending Mass on Sunday. A dispensation in 
this case is a release from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass by one who has 
authority to do so. And Bishop Mulvey had the authority to grant this dispensa
tion. But in November 2020 when things began to get better, Bishop Mulvey re
moved this dispensation so that everyone who physically could attend Mass 
now had the obligation to do so, keeping the norms of health and safety. To 
miss Mass or to watch it on TV when one had the obligation to attend, would 
make one subject to a mortal sin. Watching Mass on TV does not fulfill the obli
gation to attend Mass for one who is able to attend. Those who are home
bound or unable to attend Mass because of old age and serious illness like covid 
are not required to attend Mass and watching Mass on TV would be appropri
ate for these folks. 



Now is the time for all of us to return to regular Sunday 
Mass attendance. Everyone who is able to attend Mass 
should do so. All of us need to get back to regular Sunday 
Mass attendance. Let us all be faithful to our God and faithful 

to our faith. 
Also I want to encourage all of our parishioners to 

support the Bishop's Stewardship Appeal through your annual 
pledge to this diocesan fundraiser. Our support of the Dio
cese is part of our discipleship as baptized Catholics. We sup
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port the Bishop and his efforts to spread the Gospel in our diocese. For those 
of you who have already made a pledge, thank you! For those who have not 
yet made a pledge, please do so. This is a critical way in which we support Je

sus' Church in all the necessary work it carries out for the evangelization of our 
culture. 

I also encourage participation in the Synodality process which is go
ing on now until the beginning of April. The priests of the diocese had our syn
odal meeting on February 16 and we went through the Synodal process togeth
er. It's a one time event and takes between 1 and a half to two hours. The par
ish office furnishes all supplies for the meeting. There are questions that are 
discussed and responses that are sought. I think the questions are good ques
tions and the responses we make are sent to Bishop Michael and then to the 
Pope. I am asking the Catholic Daughters of St. Elizabeth, the Altar and Rosary 
Society of our Parish, the Knights of Columbus of our parish, the ACTS core and 
members of ACTS, teens and youth who are interested and any other faithful 
who would like to participate in this effort can do so. When groups gather, 
there should be no more than 5 or 6 people at each discussion table. Again, 
this process is a good way for us to discuss and strengthen our faith. 

Finally, we are having a Holy Hour with Adoration of the Blessed Sac
rament and Benediction on Thursday at 6 pm in the Church. Please come if you 
can and bring your rosary. Right now the world needs a lot of prayer for conver
sion, healing and renewal. 

Let us continue to pray for an end to the corona virus and for the health of 
all those who are sick. I am keeping all of you in my prayers. 

Monsignor Leonard Pivonka 


